Federal Chancellor .  .   .", retained " its full sovereignty
and the right to order its own affairs ".
The Catholic papers in Austria such as the Eruckenbauer
(Bridge-builder), Der Christliche Stande-staat (The Christian
State of all classes) and the Rome correspondent of the
Reichspost became rabidly pro-Nazi and the Vatican issued
several warnings at this condoning, as it put it, of German
persecution of the Church.
Over the border the German newspapers attacked lead-
ing Austrian politicians and everything in Austrian life
which appeared to be in opposition to German penetration.
Among all leading Austrians at that time, only Foreign
Minister Guido Schmidt enjoyed the fulsome limelight
of the German Press, being warmly applauded for his
" understanding " of the German case.
Gradually the key positions of the Government were
filled by men such as Schmidt, Glaise-Horstenau (Home
Office) and Neustadter-Stiirmer (Public Security), all of
whom now depended upon the goodwill of Herrn von Papen.
Threads led from the German Embassy, through the
Teinfaltstrasse, to the Ministeries, and despite Schusch-
nigg's constant challenge that Austria would remain inde-
pendent, the subordination of the official will to the German
Reich went on. To all intents and purposes Austria had
become a Colony of the Reich. Everywhere National
Socialists sat in Government offices, but they were Austrians
and not Germans, as so many reports have had it.
Schuschnigg felt that the Treaty of Friendship was
proving unworkable and suggested to Herrn von Papen
that the pact should be varied whereby the Reich would
undertake to exercise more control over its newspapers.
The official answer was conciliatory, but the real answer
came at Wels in Upper Austria at a demonstration of
ex-service men, the outcome of which embarrassed Schusch-
nigg's administration still further, for the German Ambas-
sador had been present and he had made an impassioned
speech on Austro-German unity, from which it seemed
that all Austrian ex-service men were Nazis. The scene at
Wels was terrific, and for a moment one could have imagined
that one was in Germany. The sequel to this Wels demon-
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